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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This Office Action is written in responding to the Amendment filed on 
10/27/05. 

2. Claims 1-17 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, and 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over deCarmo, US Patent No. 676091 5B2 (Cited in US PTO 892 dated 
07/27/05), in view of Florin et al, US Patent No. 5621456, hereinafter 
"Florin". 

5. As per claims 1 and 4-6: 

deCarmo discloses "An information playback apparatus for playing back a recording 
medium on which image information is recorded" in (Col 3 lines 25-30), "comprising: first 
fetching means for fetching identification information, input by a user, used for 
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identification of a recording medium" in (Col 5 lines 20-25, and Col 8 lines 10-30); 
"second fetching means for fetching a permission condition, input by the user, for 
permitting playback of the image information recorded on a recording medium" in (Col 7 
lines 43-50, and Col 8 lines 57-67); "storage means for storing the identification 
information fetched by said first fetching means and the permission condition fetched by 
said second fetching means" in (Col 3 lines 25-30); "extraction means for extracting the 
identification information recorded on a recording medium loaded in said information 
playback apparatus" in (Col 6 lines 38-45, and Col 8 lines 34-55); "first comparison 
means for comparing the identification information extracted by said extraction means 
and the identification information stored in said storage means with each other" in (Col 9 
lines 55-65, Col 5 lines 20-25, and Col 8 lines 34-55); "third fetching means for fetching 
a permission condition when the identification information extracted by said extraction 
means and the identification information stored in said storage means coincide with 
each other" in (Col 10 lines 50-65); "second comparison means for comparing the 
permission condition fetched by said third fetching means and the permission condition 
stored in said storage means with each other; and control means for controlling 
playback of the image information recorded on the recording medium in response to a 
result of the comparison by said second comparison means" in (Col 8 lines 34-56), 
"wherein said user is able to increase a value of said identification information input by a 
user (Col 4 lines 49-64, and Col 8 lines 10-30 and lines 60-67 (multiple registration of 
video stream sources), used for identification of a recording medium and a value of said 
identification information recorded on a recording medium loaded in said information 
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playback apparatus" in (Col 4 lines 49-64, Col 5 lines 20-25, and Col 8 lines 10-30 and 
lines 60-67). 

However, deCarmo does not disclose " wherein the increased values of the identification 
infornnation are written over the original values of the identification information in the 
storage means, and wherein, if a maximum of identification information is achieved, new 
identification information is written over an oldest identification information or the new 
identification information is written over a user-selected replaceable identification 
information ." 

Nevertheless, Florin discloses a "Methods and Apparatus for Audio-visual interface for 
the display of multiple program categories" invention, which discloses a method of 
marking up to 12 the favorite programs by the user. User can add or delete the 
selection up to 12 favorite programs, which discloses the " wherein the increased values 
of the identification information are written over the original values of the identification 
information in the storage means, and wherein, if a maximum of identification 
information is achieved, new identification information is written over an oldest 
identification information or the new identification information is written over a user- 
selected replaceable identification information ." (Col 21 lines 1-15) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made for one 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify deCarmo invention to incorporate Florin's 
teaching of adding the value of the Marked favorite program up to 12 or deleting the 
marked favorite program with the motivation of allowing the user to queue the favorite 
programs for viewing. 
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6. As per claim 3: 

deCarmo discloses "An information playback apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the permission condition includes a parental level" in (Col 3 lines 25-30). 

7. As per claim 7: 

deCarmo discloses "The information playback apparatus according to claim 6,wherein 
the permission condition derived from said recording medium is afforded a higher 
weighting than the viewing permission information" in (Col 3 lines 25-30). 

8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
deCarmo in view Florin and further in view of Lewis et al, US Patent No. 
6385388B1, hereinafter "Lewis" (Cited in US PTO 892 dated 07/27/05). 

9. As per claims 2: 

deCarmo and Florin discloses "An information playback apparatus according to claims 
1". However, deCarmo and Florin do not teach "the permission condition includes a 
password". Nevertheless, Lewis does teach this feature in (Col 7 lines 7-20). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one having 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Lewis's feature in deCarmo and Florin's invention 
to further protect the disc being tampered with. 
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10. Claims 8-11, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lewis in view of Florin et al, US Patent No. 5621456, 
hereinafter "Florin". 

11. As per claims 8 and 13: 

Lewis discloses "A method for controlling playback of a recording medium comprising: 
establishing a permission condition associated with a playback device, as a function of 
first input by a user" in (Col 2 lines 53-65); "storing the permission condition; 
establishing a recording medium identification for each of one or more recording media, 
as a function of second input by the user" in (Col 3 lines 23-27, Col 3 lines 30-44, Col 4 
lines 12-20, line 25, Col 5 lines 20-35); "storing the recording medium identification for 
each of the one or more recording media; and comparing the stored permission 
condition and the stored recording medium identification for a particular recording 
medium, wherein when the permission condition satisfies a predetermined relationship 
with the recording medium identification, a valid password, input by a user, is required 
to initiate playback of the particular recording medium" in Col 6 line 63 to Col 7 line 20), 
"wherein said user is able to increase a value of said permission condition associated 
with said playback device and a value of said recording medium identification for each 
of said one or more recording media" in (Col 3 lines 12-40, and (Col 5 line 53-67). 
However, Lewis does not disclose " wherein the increased values of the identification 
information are written over the original values of the identification information in the 
storage means, and wherein, if a maximum of identification information is achieved, new 
identification information is written over an oldest identification information or the new 
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identification information is written over a user-selected replaceable identification 
information ." 

Nevertheless, Florin discloses a "Methods and Apparatus for Audio-visual interface for 
the display of multiple program categories" invention, which discloses a method of 
marking up to 12 the favorite programs by the user. User can add or delete the 
selection up to 12 favorite programs, which discloses the " wherein the increased values 
of the identification information are written over the original values of the identification 
information in the storage means, and wherein, if a maximum of identification 
information is achieved, new identification information is written over an oldest 
identification information or the new identification information is written over a user- 
selected replaceable identification information ." (Col 21 lines 1-15) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made for one 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify Lewis invention to incorporate Florin's teaching 
of adding the value of the Marked favorite program up to 12 or deleting the marked 
favorite program with the motivation of allowing the user to queue the favorite programs 
for viewing. 

12. As per claims 9, and 14: 

Lewis discloses "An information playback apparatus according to claims 8, and 14, 
wherein the permission condition includes a password" in (Col 7 lines 7-20). 
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13. As per claims 10, and 15: 

Lewis discloses "An information playback apparatus according to claims 8, and 15, 
wherein the permission condition includes a parental level" in (Col 5 lines 60-67). 

14. As per claims 11 and 16: 

Lewis discloses "The method according to claims 8 and 13 further comprising: 
determining an eject condition; and requiring the user to provide the valid password to 
initiate playback of the particular recording medium following the eject condition" in (Col 
7 lines 38-49). 

15. Claims 12, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lewis in view of Florin and further in view of Mages et al, US Patent 
No. 6035329, hereinafter "Mages" (Cited in US PTO 892 dated 07/27/05). 

16. As per claims 12 and 17: 

Lewis and Florin discloses "The method according to claims 8 and 17 further comprising 
storing a parental level for each of the one or more recording media" in (Col 5 lines 30- 
35). However, Lewis and Florin does not teach of storing the password for each of the 
one or more recording media. Nevertheless, Mages discloses the "Method of Securing 
the Playback of a DVD-ROM Via Triggering Data Sent Via a Cable Network" invention, 
which includes a teaching of encoding the password in the media for playing protection 
in (Col 4 lines 5-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention 
for one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Mages's feature with Lewis and 
Florin's invention to further add a second layer of playback protection on the media. 
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Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant has amended the independent claims 1,4-6, 8, and 13 which 
necessitated new grounds of rejection. See Rejections above. 

Conclusion 

18. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the nnailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Linh LD Son whose telephone 
number Is 571-272-3856. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6 (M- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Linh LD Son 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 35 




